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- MR. ZIEGLER: As youkllow, President Nixon met ," 
for about 20 minutes with the NASA Administrator, Dr. James 
F1etcher,and the three Apollo 16 astronauts, John Young, 
Charlie Duke, and Ken Mattingly. The Apollo 16 astronauts 
are in Washington to attend the state dinner tonight for 
President Echeverria. 

-" You will recall that President Nixon inv·i ted the 
three astronauts to attend the dinner when he talked to them 
by phone shortly after they returned from the Apollo 16 
mission. 	 .' .'. '.' 

" ' 

;, ::·~Si~.;e;'tli~~r '~4Poll0 16'rnission, ,the astronauts 
have been traveling throuqhout the United States. By Saturday 
they will have visited some 21 cities in 13 States, and the 
District of Columbia., ' " ~ . ...-" .~ ;,"'" 

'-.. ", 	
',I., ."". ._' '" .....","' 	 , 

Today Dr. Fletcher and the Apollo 16 astronauts 
talked. to the President about the, joint Unit'ed States-USSR 
space agreement which was Signed in Moscow on May 24th 

,J 

between the United States and the USSR and confirmed the 
scheduling of a joint rendezvous and docking mission in 
1975 and opened up possibilities for a broad range of 
future cooperation in the space area. 

J ~ 	 • • 

Dr. Fletcher. is here to', discuss the joint rendezvous 
and docking mission with you and also ~~e Apollo 16 astronauts 
can respond to some of your questions. ,; 

.,. ,~~ .~ 

.".; ,.""'" _, • ..J 

~, ' ... .. ~. 	 r 
, .. ~.' -', ...' ~."" , ).. .. 1 

";; DR. ;FLETCHER: Thank you, Ron •. 

We did have a very profitable discussion with the 
President primarily dealing with two things: The experiences 
of the Apollo 16 crew members, who are before you now, and also 
reviewing progress that we have ,made since the summit 
conference in the rendezvous and docking mission. 

MORE 
(OVER) 
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,:, ,-'.:: '. The"President was very pleased 'with the progress, .. 
the response that was received from the Congress of the united 
States and the program for carrying out the whole mission. 
Everything seems to be going on schedule. We have kick-off 
meetings scheduled this July, as you probably know, with the 
p:rinoipals, to.~ry to iron out the manag7ment of it. 

- -' '"" 

The President particularly wanted to emphasize 
that as far as the docking mission is concerned this is only 
the beginning of what he conceives as a .long aS,sociation with 
the Soviet Union' in many. Qther areas of space cooperation. 

. . ..... ,. .. ~ "" 

As you know, .the ag+eement was. a broad agreement 
and we are busy working o'n other kinds of things that we can 
do together. The President sees a long period of cooperation, 
perhaps through the turn of the century, doing things together, 
partly for reasons of doing it more economically, but partly' . 
because he feels strong.ly that the international aspect of 
this is importan~. in improving relationships. , ::. " ::.:J' ~,~; .......:r:::' 


.. , ., . 

If we can do this together, we can do other tlilpgs 
together~' .. 

-;' . ..,. '-'! ~., . ~~).. . . 
'" . 

Also, he wanted to emphasize it is not just tlfe 
Soviet Union and ours.elves, who ought to cooperate in space 
but the. whole world, and as you 'know, we are bus'ily involved .... 
with other, countries of tl:i'e world. With the Skylab program - ., 
we do have experiments'planned that are placed there by 
European countries, and with the shuttle program we hope to 
have foreign astronauts, European, Japanese, Australians, 
Cana.d~ans,as· weli as'~ Ea~t Eu:z;'opeans. . .. 

p~ ~ , ",)' :::' .. <,' ~.. "_' ,:",:-.!:~~ '" ~t. .~ 1::';'\," ~~ :;- ~ ~"~. :-'~~i 

;"L ~ " So, it is the start~" yoti might say, of' a 'long" '::'i· 
period of cooperation in the Soviet Union and he was pleased 
to hav~ this report. ~ .: 

...."--; ~... ~." • '. • • "-,', ,.;;:.- .,< '" :':'. _ •• " :~;~'~ .., OJ' (': :,~' ~, 

;"~;; ~ .. - ._' ... ~!~ ~ • • . ' t :. . :! "... . ,,' ." -". . ~ ~,'
At th"s t1me, I would.like to call.upon Capta1n 

John Young, who ~fl.l speak for th~.::a~.tronauts to..give his .. 
:impressions of tJ:1e'meeting. ' ·';,r;~:··· '" "':: _ ':'.. .,' 

: to, <, .,i _ J _": ,... ) " , '" _ ; 1 ......:. ... ~. 

,J. '"~(-t4: 

. CAPTAIN YOUNG: Thank y:?u. 

. Thank you, Dr. Fletcher •.... It was J:eally a pleasure 
to hear" the Presid~nt speak of' this ~docJ9.ng, mission the. way 
he did. You know the' first step of. a l~'OOO' mile journey needs 
that first step and I think 'from our standpoint this is really 
qoing to be a significant attempt to cooperate on· an inter
national scale with the Soviet Union. ' 

. . 
I quess the three of-us feel -- we kno~ a couple 

or three or four cosmonauts and we don't think we are going to 
have any problem working with -the cosmonauts. I do think 
that the real problem in the whole mission is that, :of 
communications, and once we solve that problem we can prove 
that we can work together in a lot of other areas ·besides. 

.- f 
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As to the actual mission itself, I can use this 
model to describe it. It will be done with our vehicle. Once 
we do an orbital insertion, you pick up this docking adapter 
moduleaild, then the Soyuz gets into orbit maybe a day later 
and do a standard rendezvous and dock with them. 

; "-. -": 1:. 
--~ '.. ... ~ 

The new hardw.are that-is involved 'is this little 
part on top right here, this docking device right here and 
this air lock, 'which we need, because the Soviet vehicle 
is at 15 psi and we are using 5 psi' oXygen. So when..we -:~, 
come back to our -Jehicle we have to stay in this airL lock ,;'; 
for a couple of hours and prebreathe and ge t back to 5 psi. 
We prebreathe for two or three hours before every ,launch 
so it is.~;,nOthingnew to us. ', __' , .' ,.' .. '" ,:;.::' , 

,f'-; 

1: think we are all looking forward' to it arid t -'. 

think it will really be something to show the world that two 

great nations can cooperate in space life. 
 ,«, 

••",'" " .r .., _ . 

'DR. 'FLETCHER: . Now, we ar.e open for que~tiC?ns,' 
, . 

myself, John Young, Ken Uattingly or Charles D~e .. 

,',,,,' r.·; , Q What other areas are you thinking of ~hen ,::~~ 
you talk about expanded cooperation, precisely what experiments? 

, . ",','~ -DR. FLETC~R:Particularly at the moment we are 
invoived in cooperating 'in exploration of the world's natural 
environment, trying to decide where the resource~ are. I 
don't mean mineral re~ources only, but ocean ~esburces, forest~ 

, -and. <so 'Foruh, .and in :;an ett"9mpt ,to moni,t,or on a global -, 
fashion, 'contamination or pollution." .;, " ,. ":;:; .' . 

~ ..: ~-

lie are also -involved in the cooperative efforts 
of exploration of the planets, particularly in the. Mars 
program. As you know, -¥he Sovietl-1ars vehicle ha,s' died out, 
but we, }~~ve kept the h01:":'line going' between l·los.cow and' ~e 
jet: propulsion lab in Pasadena and we are still exchanging 
data. They place requests on us as to the kind of· things 
they want to receive and we then ask them for data received 
from their device. ~ . . ,. 

, -~ .t-~~~ ~"'" ... . _.:.' .. '~~::.::..;~:, • ," ~: '\ 

Those are things we can talk about already~ b~t: :":;', 
there are some things hinted at from time to time in the 
long pull.' This really' is a rescue vehicle we have in the:.; 
docking 'adapter. ~le are' designing the shuttle to fit this 
same kind of .'adapter'. We haven' t yet talked ab 01J.t~wha t ~. 
programs we ought: to' do' in ~nned. space beyond th:i:s., 

MORE 

." '., , 
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...• !';. 



- 4 

Q What is on your minds? I am wondering what 
other experiments you have in mind. -, . 

, , 
. . \. -- , 

" DR. FLETCHER: I think the ones that we can be 
sure of .are the cooperative program on Mars, a new cooperative 
program on Venus, where we. explore the upper atmosphere and 
the entire atmosphere and they explore the surface. We are 
going ,:to be doing that together... 

;C" "Now, .beyond that, I don't like to even hint, . 
because this might discourage the Russians. He haven't 
really come to an agreements on things beyond that. 

Q , ~ou mentioned the difficult oommunication 
in a very practical sense. Does this mean our astronauts 
will be studying Russian and the cosmonauts are studying 
English~ tha,t sort of thing? 

" ~ 

DR. FLETCHER: Absolutely. Our astronauts are 
already studying Russian -- a good many of them. They 
all want to go. I am sure the cosmonauts are probably 
studying English. Ha~ever, the 'plan is that we will both 
learn each other's language and probably we will speak in 
our own language, each of us, and ~isten. in the other person's 
language. ' ,. .,. 

Q Will there be any need for any joint training 
of the_men who will actually do the docking prior to the flight? 

DR. FLETCHER: Absolutely. rle wi 11 have an 
',elaborate plan for joint trainillg. The details haven' t been 
worked out, but it is going to ,be absolutely essential 
that the cosmonauts come over her:e and train on our equipment 
and vice .versa. That much has been agreed to. 

The actual schedule of these is not clear, but 
I would guess within about a year -- perhaps the astronauts 
could answer better -- within about a year we would start 
this joint training program..,:: -: :~~.J:. ~ .' 

~ ... ' ~ '>. '" " -. -,- - ~ 

Q Dr.'Fletcher, what is your estimate of the 
division of costs involved in this docking cooperative 
effort, our cost as against the Soviet cost? 

DR. FLETCHER: It is very difficult 
. " 

to estimate 
the Soviet cost. Our costs are going to be involved in 

.. # 

modifying the Apollo capsule and developing this docking 
module. This is the small part of the cost. The biggest 
part is to rework this communication" electronics and 
so forth. 

Their cost will be to not only modify the Soyuz 
vehicle, but to develop a new adapter, their end of the 
adapter. We chose to do our end of the adapter with 
a separate module. I would guess the coat would be quite 
comparable on both sides. We estimate ours at about $250 
million. 

MORE 
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o Since the astronauts have been studying Russian 
I wonder if one of them would be willing to give us a sample 
of what they have learned. " 

CAPTAIN YOUNG: Nyet, Tovarisch. I ha.ven' t been 
studying, I.made that up. Thisb-unch right here has been 
working on Apollo 16 and they had been working on anything 
else they would have heard from me. 

Where" will the training with the Russians' 
>It :..be? .. 

DR. FLETCHER: The Russians will come over here 
and train at Houston. It is not clear at this point where 
our astronauts will train. The Russians, however, have 
~9reed to send us a mockup -- a model if you like -- of their 
vehicle so we can train continuously -- our own people -- with 
that rrockup in Houston. 

>" '<., Where it will be in the Soviet Union, to the best 
of my knowledge, hasn't been decided yet. 

Q Dr. Fletcher, after this joint docking thing, 
you will have about three or maybe four command modules left 
over, I understand. Is there any thinking, sort of looking 
ahead, if this one works we might do another one or something 
like that? 

"DR~"FLETCHER:There is 'a l:ot ofth±nki:n990 ,ing on. 
We do have the left over CSH's, as we call them, but we have 
made no firm plans at all ~-only thinking. . .. ' 

QDr. Fletcher, could you be anymore specific 
about when you expect the joint training to start? ' . ' . 

DR. FLETCHER: I couldn't. 
.,- ~.! ".. ~ ,'-' r .. ". <'. -" . ~""- "- \,.. 

,0 You said wiL~in a year. 

DR. FLETCHER: I would say within a year, but 
maybe one of the astronauts could answer that better than I. 

COLONEL DUKE: If I were going to be on a crew -
which right now I am not -- I think I would like to get started 
about the same time we started with Apollo 16. We have been 
working on this flight two years and we don't have the 
l.anguage problem, either. 

So, I think two years is a good time frame. We 
are consider'ing a launch in 1975, so the middle of next year. 
That might not be the combined training. That is probably 
the latter stages. 

In our training now in Apollo, we get the whole 
team together about ,three months be£ore launch and the crew 
goes its own way for the first year and a half, so to speak. 

Q I think Dr. Fletcher said that within about a 
year we would begin this joint training program. Is this 
with the Soviet-American astronauts together? 

!40RE 
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DR. FLETCHER: The joint training program would 
start, whether we would start together or separately and 
work out plans or' exchanges·' 'and ,'so forth. But I .:\,!ould be 
very surprised if some of our astronauts weren't over in 
the Soviet Union before that time and vice versa. 

o When do you have your first meEt:ting? When ,i. 

in July? 

DR. FLETCHE'R: Our f.trstkick"'off meeting on 
the management aspects of this program will be approximately 
July. The date ~ had hoped by now would be set, but it isn't 
quite set. 

" : 

0 Where will ft be? 

" .. DR. FLETCHER: In Houston. 
~.~ , 

0 With the Russians? 

DR. FLETCHER: Yes, both the Russians and ourselves 
will be in Houston sometime in July." 

Q Dr. Fletcher, you said you reviewed wi til the 
President the, progress that has been made sinc~ May 24th. 
Will you review with us the 'progress that has geen made since 
May 24th. .. . ." 

DR. FLETCHER: Yes. Briefly, it is as I described. 
We have s,e.t up "the .ag.enda,f,or,the, meeti.ng.,;eWhich.,wi,ll .primarily 
inv~.lve the management ,aspects of ,it, who ,is;g'oing, to be in 
charge of what, who are the key personnel and so f.orth.' We 
also have, at home, worked out some of the details of the 
specifications which we had talked aboutear~ier and now 
are awaiting approval. . .. ,..:. : -, 'f .,.' ,.j 

Perhaps the most· spectacular,'progress was the 
great enthusiasm from Congress for the mission, particularly 
when we told them this was not g~~ng to cost any more money, 
we were going to hold to our level budget in NASA during 
this entire period even though we" do this joint mission, 
and perhaps maybe last, but not least, the big vote that we 
had on the space bill yesterday with no amendments, no 
opposition whatsoever to it. 

THE PRESS: Thank you. 
'~-){":~. ~;;... '-~ .... ~ ::,:- ~ '. 

END .. :(AT I: 04 P • M. EDT ) 
"'''''' 
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