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Dear Acaaemician X.layshl 
. ~ ," .. '.,' ~ 

.:'- ... .' 

I unaeratanllthat. the ASTP Technical Directors have now 
agreed OD the schedule ot activities for the May meetings 
in tha Soviet Union. Accordingly, I plan to arrive in 
Moaaow on May 17 and to join in the visit to the launch 
area scheduled for l~y 19. I would return with the Techni­
cal 01reeto%'~ t:() ~,.(!~ ~nrl r""!'It~tn. fo't" 1:h~ Fl:tg"'~ n.~d,i","~!!1 
Reyiew on May 23. 

This schedule would make May 21 and 22'available tor other 

busin.... I understand from Academician Petrov your wish 

to defer the meeting of full delega~ions for detailed dla~ , 

cus.81ona ot future cooperation b:.u:raUS8 of the demands of ',' " 

ASTP on the time of your specialists and because oftha ".. ,., 

demands of the Acadt!ImY elections on !,l'Our own time.. . We, of ". 

cours., wl11 accede to your wishes in this re.pect•. ,At. ~ :; '~'<~ .., 


.same t...1:.t:Ite, I be118n 1 t would b3 meat desirable for u. to - ....., ~",; 
tak. attvantag_ of this opportunity to meet briefly~',. ..,' . '. 

To a ••are "thai: YO\U' concern. are ltlet:,our meetincJ c~ld ba ~ it.I://:~t·' 
entd.rely informal in charaoter, with no writ.t.en record. '. I .' " 

. would plan to be aceompanied only by l·tr.. Frtlt:kin and our­
'int.erpreter. I would expect to outline the status of our 

thinkin9 her. with regard te future pos.ibil1ties for 
cooperatianfO You would, of course, be free to comment or 
to indicate soviet ~~inking in the dag~g you·wi~h.· It 
b"'Ould be underst.acd that no coml'rlitment90: any ltind wn:ra 

, " . implied by eithar side. " 

Our own presen't thinking, which I would expand on in our 
~scing~ is along tnr.8 linesl 
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studies of future ap.ace st.aJ:ion!!, with a view to pursuinq
suCh stuaia. to further st:ep3, if warranted.. We are pre­
pared'also to consider such possible interim steps as a 
Space Shu~~l./Salyut mission, as well as soviet use of 

.... . " ~ th. Shut:tla in cooperat:ive projects of mutual value. 

2. Projects in the area of unmanned scientific 
'mis.ions -- We havs in mind the pos:! ibility of a lunar 
farside sample return mission, and we continue to find 
the long-term 9'oal ot a future Mars surface sample return 
miasiQ~ attractive. ' "",~~;;k 

'. r ... ' '',::;:... ; .~~+~ 

,3. Projects in the area of space applications ~~,:;";i
Hare we have in mind such possibilities as coordinated . ~.' _ " 

environmental mon!taring missions and the exchange of data:-, 
relat.ing to radiation balance, stra'tospheric ozone moni­
tortn9: and search ~nd r~~t.:'u'!!" 

In the informal conversation which I s~ggest, we rnigh~ 


also refer to a subject which Dr~ Lunney has already taken 

up with Prof. Bushuyev in <3. preliminary way. If the first· 

NASA Spac8 Shuttle mission ia to have rendezvous and dock-, 


~ ',.. 
~'.;.ing capability compatible with Soviet spacecraft of the , 

" 

1979-80 time period, we would need, for development purposes, " 
..'-' 


to have agreement by January 1976 on such parameters as 

diameter of tho passageway, load factors, communications 

interface, and a~spheric pre5sures. To thi~ purpose, 

we would want to put discussion of such parameters by oui: 

specialists on a schedule consistent with dssign and devl .... 


.opmen~ requirements. 

I hope it would be possible to use ~he occasion of my 
presence in Moscow for such an informal constructive 

"".~conversat:ion so that ""18 can preserve the momentum which "''', 

has been gener,~rl:ad by our cooperation in ASTP. 
:.. 

$inceraly., • : '. ,_ .N_.;....;....: 

Georqa M. Low 

D:puty Administrator 



