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SPEAKER (Russian)
SPEAKER The U.S. Forest Service, part of the Department of

Agriculture in Washington. We have an announcement that we may have an
interruption within the next 30 minutes, a live voice broadcast from

the Cosmodrome, updating the activities going on there. sSo if you hear

a Russian interruption, I'm not a ventriloquist. It's being said to

us live. "First of all, I would like to thank all of you for coming. I
notice there are some familiar faces out there, I know you members of the

press have'jﬁét been, been wonderful to us and we appreciate it and
I thank you for it. I certainly want to thank our host here at NASA

for making this available to another agency. Our relations with NASA
have just been outstanding, I have nothing but praise for these guys,
they're wonderful. ©Now, our briefing today concerns a very, very
meaningful scientific event. It's hoped that what we are presenting

in space will help produce a better environment back here on Earth., Be-
cause this is such a special occasion, we have a very honored guest to
conduct this mornings briefing for us. He's the chief of the Forest
Service, Department of Agriculture, John McGuire. He's a full career
forester with outstanding experience in the natural resource research
field. Chief McGuire will be available this afternoon to you for per-
sonal interviews, 15 to 30 minute interviews especially for you. I
have a schedule sheet up here on the podium with me. And if after the
briefing, if you could come up and we'll schedule your own segments for
this afternoon if you wish. So please contact me after the briefing
for your own interview this afternoon. And now, John McGuire will have
2 introductory statement, and then we'll be glad to field questions
from members of the press. So as, I guess Ed McMahon would say on the

Carson show, here's Johnny. Go ahead John, with that interruption(?) - -
McGUIRE Well, you're prcbably wondering what the chief of

the board of services is doing here at Cape Kennedy. I suppose one

explanation could be that with the astronauts and the cosmonauts

busy getting ready to go into space, planning to exchange gifts after

they get there, why somebody ought to he working on the environmental
impact statement. Seriously though, forestry research has quite a bit
to do with this particular space flight. As you know the astronauts

and the cosmonauts will exchange gifts in outer space sometime when
they're over the European continent, I guess it's about July 17, around
3:30 p.m. is the schedule. And one of the gifts from the American
people to the Soviet people will be a scientific gift, one which shows
how man can improve his environment here on Earth. It will be a box

of superior tree seeds, there's enough seeds in this box to plant 1

acre of trees in the Soviet Unicn. These seeds are kind of unusual,
they're hvbrid seeds from white spruce trees. The geneticist crossed
some very fast growing, vigorous spruce trees with some other trees

that were highly resistant to insect attack and to diseases. So, it's
expected that this hybrid will be not only fast growing, but will also
be hetter able to survive attacks from insects and diseases. The
crosses were made at Rhinelander, Wisconsin, where we have our institute
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of forest genetics. And we expect that trees grown in that climate

will also do well any many parts of the Soviet Unicn. This box is

kind of intereéesting too because the box itself, is a product of some
other research: The top of the box is made of chemically stabilizcd
walnut, which won't shrink or warp, and it's highly resistant to rot

and decay. ' This new kind of method for treating wcod shows a great

deal of promise in many areas. The bottom of the kox is also made of - -
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McGUIRE - the method for treating wood shows a great deal
of promise in many areas. The bottom of the box is also made as a

result of some new developments in research. The bottom half is composi-
tion wood which was made entirely from recycled municiple wastes. Yet

the natural resources of our two countries and the space program have
more in common than just today's flight. Many materials used in space

vehicles are made from wood and from wood by-products. In addition,
as you heard earlier, satellites now circling the Earth send back

data for land use planning, for forest and water management, forest
insect and disease problems, for agriculture and ecology and geology.

Research in the areas of natural resources are every bit as needed and

vital to both countries as space research. Our two countries now have
a bilateral arrangement for science and techneclogy. Forestry is one of

the areas that both countries want to work on; that's because both
countries have tremendous forest resources. Next month, for example,

we will send teams of entomologists and forest fire specialists to the
USSR, and later in the fall we expect visitors from that country who

arc scientists working in forest fire protection and probably in genetics.
So this joint effort in research, I'm sure, will pay off for both coun-

tries. I think it is very appropriate that a product of man's research
into the wonders of his own planet is being exchanged as representatives
from the two nations circle the Earth high above it in space. Be glad

to answer any questions that you may have.

RILEY Thank you, John. Just before we get into questions,
we have prepared for you a complete prep packet on the superior seeds
and on the rather unique box. Jerry, I wonder if you would help pass
these out. Inside you will find 8 by 10 glossy stills, captioned, a photo
story that's available to you and your magazine or newspaper, plus a back-
ground sheet on John = John's statement. Jerry, while you pass these
out, if we could field any questions that you may have from the floor.

Yes.

‘QUERY What is the {(garble) being used to eventually raise
the standard of living in the Soviet Union?
McGUIRE Well, of course, these seeds by themselves are not

going to make very much difference, except that in the future if this

kind of hybridization is successful and is adopted, I would expect that
both countries will be planting more of their forested acres with these
fast-growing, discase and insect resistant species. Right now, the
Soviet Union has a great deal of forest land that has not yet been used
to any extent. I think about 40 - 41% of the USSR is forested.

QUERY Couldn't the Soviets could have done this themselves
now that (garble) has gone?
McGUIRE I think so, and I think they are. This is one area

where they've shown interesting cooperation, and we have invited Soviet
scientists to visit our country and we expect to send our geneticists

to the USSR.
QUERY Mr. McGuire, one question. I was wondering how the

exchange was set up; what went into the planning for this?
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McGUIRE Well, I'm not sure just where this idea started,

We knew that the cosmonauts and astronauts are going to exchange gifts,
so we suggested this. But before this project, I think it was back about
Apollo 14 or 15, one of our astronauts was Stuart Roosa. And Stuart used
to be a smoke jumper for the Forest Service many years ago, ba2fore he

got into his present line of work. And when he went to the moon, he

took along a little box of seeds to see how they might be effacted by
prolonged weightlessness. Those seeds now, having been brought back to

Earth, have been germinated and we have the seedlings from thz seeds,

and these seedlings are now being planted arcund the country as sort of
one of the Bicentennial observances. He and I just planted one at

Independence Hall a few months ago - in Philadelphia. So that interest in
seeds and the joint interest in forestery stimulated the thought that the
exchange of tree seeds might be a pretty good idea.

QUERY In talking about the seeds themselves, thought
vou might like to see this 12 by 14, This is a black and white still of the

actual parent trees that produce these superior, super tree seeds that
we're presenting to Russia. John was holding up the box which you see
here., It has a special pressure fit 1id, and as ycu open it you read the
caption inside, along side of the seed. It says "An acre of superior

white-spruce tree seed, packaged in a box made frorm recycled fiber and
stabilized walnut, developed by USDA Forest Service scientists to insure
wood for a growing world."” It says a lot in a very few words. For those

of you who can't see the box from here, we just happen to have another

|
enlargement of it. John, can you take that - - Oh, okay, we have another

question.
|
' QUERY Are the Russians giving us anything of this same

nature in return?
McGUIRE Yes, we understand that they will also give our

astronauts a container of Russian seeds, which we will try out in this

country. We've been exchanging seeds, to some extent, with the Russians and
some of our species are now growing in Russia. Anc you will find some
Russian trees in the varicus arboreta around the United States, but not -
not too much compared to other countries.

SPEAKLER We have another question, yes?
QUERY Will these form some sort of a mcnument to this

Apollo Soyuz event, if - -
McGUIRE I - I would hope so. I would expect the Russians to

germinate these seeds and plant them, perhaps arcund Moscow, and mark them.
I think that it would be quite a bit of interest to the Russian people
to know about this exchange.

RILEY Do we have any more gquestions? Okay, we all thank

vou very for coming up. And, please, if you would like your own interview
this afternoon, come up to the podium and let me acdld your name to the

interview schedule., Thank you very much.
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